Northeastern Oklahoma A&M College
Constitution Day

Policy:

Northeastern Oklahoma A&M College (NEO) will observe Constitution Day annually by
providing educational programming related to the United States Constitution on or about
September 17. NEO will conduct educational programs for students and interested parties that
reflect on the importance of active citizenship, recognize the enduring strength of our
Constitution, and reaffirm our commitment to the rights and obligations of citizenship in this
great Nation.

The Office of Academic Affairs is responsible for the annual event. The Vice President for
Academic Affairs shall coordinate the events with the NEO Social Science Department faculty.
The Social Science Department Chair will coordinate publication of the event through the NEO
Office of Public Relations, to include but not limited to an email transmission to all students,
faculty and staff, and a post on the NEO Facebook page.

This Congressional initiative is authorized by Section 111 of Division J of Pub. L. 108-
447, the "Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2005," Dec. 8, 2004; 118 Stat. 2809, 3344-45
(Section 111). The Assistant Deputy Secretary for Innovation and Improvement
(Assistant Deputy Secretary) takes this action in order to implement this provision as it
applies to educational institutions receiving Federal funding from the Department.
Section 111(b) states "each educational institution that receives Federal funds for a fiscal
year shall hold an educational program on the United States Constitution on September
17 of such year for the students served by the educational institution." For purposes of the
Department's implementation of this requirement, "educational institutions" includes but
is not limited to "local educational agencies" and "institutions of higher education”
receiving Federal funding from the Department. Section 111 applies to all educational
institutions receiving Federal funding, not only those receiving Federal funding from the
Department. However, the Department's authority only extends to those educational
institutions receiving funding from the Department, and consequently the Department can
only regulate with regard to those institutions. Section 111 requires that Constitution Day
be held on September 17 of each year, commemorating the September 17, 1787 signing
of the Constitution. However, when September 17 falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or
holiday, Constitution Day shall be held during the preceding or following week. Section
111 does not authorize funds to carry out this requirement, and Section 111(d) indicates
that this section shall apply "without fiscal year limitation." Accordingly, the Assistant
Deputy Secretary intends that this notice pertain to this fiscal year and all subsequent
years.

Policy update February, 2019



